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New IEEE-funded project: Advanced measures for companies to increase public transport use of their employees

The Bulgarian DEF-member Club “Sustainable Development of Civil Society” is among the nine European organizations starting the implementation of the IEEE 2007 -funded project BENEFIT - Advanced measures for companies to increase public transport use of their employees. 
The main objective of the action is to show companies and their employees the attractiveness of public transport systems compared to car use. Especially in the New Member States private car ownership is rising rapidly. BENEFIT will address this issue and aims to achieve a modal shift from the car back to public transport, and in the process, achieve substantial energy savings, emissions reductions and cost reductions. Further specific objectives are: to raise awareness among employees and students ; to spread the knowledge of BENEFIT and its contents in the broadest and most comprehensive way (especially focus on New Member States); to save energy through a modal shift towards public transport in the order of 2.3 million litres of fuel ;to optimise information about public transport services and to identify and involve relevant key market players 

BENEFIT will make use of existing networks (e.g. ELTIS) as well as establishing new networks to reach its main target groups. This strategy will form the basis for the success of BENEFIT and will prepare the ground for potential followers. In this way, BENEFIT will contribute to a substantial modal shift from single car use towards the more energy-efficient public transport mode – thereby reducing energy consumption, reducing pollution, reducing accidents and enhancing the quality of life (especially in cities).

The project Consortium is shaped by the following partners:
	Participant name
	Country code
	Main Role in Consortium

	Forschungsgesellschaft Mobilität – Austrian Mobility Research
	AT
	Project Manager, WP Leader, Task Leader

	Romanian Association of Public Transport (Bistria)
	RO
	Demonstrator, Task Leader

	Club Sustainable Development of Civil Society
	BG
	Demonstrator, Task Leader

	City of Zilina
	SK
	WP Leader, Demonstrator, Task Leader

	Mallorca Transports Consortium
	ES
	Demonstrator, Task Leader

	CINESI Transport Consultancy
	ES
	WP Leader, Task Leader

	Public Transport Co-ordinator of South Moravian Region
	CZ
	WP Leader, Demonstrator, Task Leader

	Energy Agency of Podravje
	SL
	Demonstrator, Task Leader

	Public Transport Operator of Bologna
	IT
	Demonstrator, Task Leader
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BENEFIT will implement many different applications in 7 different cities throughout Europe. Therefore, different target groups and key actors exist. The separation between the target group and the key actors is not a clean cut line but a fuzzy one. Target groups are essential as key actors as well and vice versa. BENEFIT identified the following target groups and key actors: 

· Employees (current users and potential users of public transport services) and students

· Organisations representing employees (e.g. trade unions)

· Decision makers in companies 

· Organisation representing companies (e.g. Chamber of Commerce, associations of companies)

· Public transport companies 

· Mobility agencies

· Energy agencies

· Municipalities

· Mobility service providers

The Dissemination material will consist of: website, e-newsletters, folders, postcards, fact sheets, PPT-presentations, posters and roll-ups. The applications will be well documented on the website. Together with the final brochure it will summarise the experience of the BENEFIT project and provide a set of methods for followers. The project started on 1st of September 2008 and lasts 3 years.
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